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Introduction to Aramaic Language 


From the beginning of the humankind, from LX millennium B.C.E and until 
the IV millennium B.C.E. humans have used the pictogramic photography, similar 
to inscriptions called proto-canaanite from second millennium, but, from were 
have derived by simplification the proto-cuneiform writing (XSUX) that is 
considered the base of Sumerian photographic writing in Mesopotamia, and 1s 
considered that photographic writing was occasionally used until second 
millennium b.c.e. 

Akadian (AKK), 1s the oldest Semitic language and has replaced gradually 
the Sumerian Language (SUX) was spoken from XIII century (cca. 1200) B.C.E. 
until the V century (cca. 500) B.C.E. When the Aramaic alphabet has replaced by 
the alphabet of our ancient brothers. The Aramaic alphabet script derives by 
returning from Phoenician alphabet that probably is extracted from the inscriptions 
named proto-canaanite disputed as being the most old from cca. 1850 B.C.E. And 
the most recent from cca. 1550 B.C.E. and that derive by simplification as proto- 
cuieniform writing from Egyptian hieroglyphs' that get another signification more 
far from hieroglyphs and more close to the photographic pictographs from the 
beginning of the humankind. 

The Aramaic is the root of the Semitic language how is Phoenician, Hebrew, 
Arab, and the Aramaic alphabet is the root for alphabets of many nonsemitic 
languages how is Greek, Pharsi (Persian), Georgian, Turkish (Uighur script) from 
witch derives the Mongolian script. 

After the syriacs have accepted the Aramaic language, the Aramaic has 
become the lingua franca of Mesopotamia and of the entire Middle-East. 

Ashur (4az-e) 18 the name of the capital city of the Old Assyrian Empire (2025-— 
1750 B.C.E.), Middle (1365-1050 B.C.E.), and Neo-Assyrian (911-608 B.C.E.), 
and county territory, and the chief of the Mesopotamian pantheon gods. 

The word ,,aramean” comes from name « AraM » (»iw , Eram), descendant 
of Sem, from were derives the word SHE-MA-YA that means « filament of 
water » or « sky » and « Semitic » but ARO-MA-YA 1s « circle of water» (around- 
Maya). 

The ancient Aramaic (Armi, 124) derives, so, from Akadian Language now 
2500 year ago (cca. 800 B.C.E. — 600 C.E.), but the Aramaic alphabet has been 
adopted with known letters and from other Semitic languages with the direction of 
the writing from right to left (RTL) and known groups of letters that are 
pronounced different. 

The Eastern Aramaic dialect has the so called Madenhoyo script and was 
beginning to be used in the 5th century B.C.E. And was standardized in the first 
century and after in the second century C.E. The Bible books were translated from 
Aramaic Samaritan alphabet and from Hebrew and Greek and have been 
standardized in the 4th century when this books were canonized and before that 
Aphrates invented the Arab alphabet. The eastern dialect is still used in Irak, 


1 Brian Colless, in anul 2014, arata caci 18 din cele 22 consolante ale alfabetului fenician au corespondenta 
in silaberia Byblos a hieroglifelor egiptene. 


Southwest Iran, Southeast Turkia and North-East Syria. From the eastern dialect 
derives $1 the Chaldean Neo-Aramaic (CLD) dialect. 

The Aramaic classic dialect (SYC) has the script called Estrangela that has 
six letters in the ancient form and has derived from ancient Aramaic alphabet, in 
Edessa’, in First Century C.E. when still not all vowels were used. 

The Aramaic Western dialect (AMW) is the so called Serto script and had 
more variations until the Muslim conquest from 7th century. On the territory of 
Syria in the XXI century 1s still teaches only this Aromay/Western Neo-Aramaic 
sometime into a variation of the Hebrew alphabet or Phoenician and less in Serto 
alphabet. 

After the 18th century, the most quoted bible quotes and writings are written 
in the western Estrangela script. The script continues to be used for titles, headers, 
books, and titles of albums that are linked to Aramaic language. In the time when 
the Second Temple was constructed in Jerusalem were used this six consonants. At 
the Death Sea were conserved aver 30 literacy works that are 12% from the 
Aramaic scrolls. 

From the IV century C.E. Aphraates has recessed the ancestors alphabet into a new 
language called Arab but in Armenia and Syria and Samaria has continued to be 
used in some communities from the 5th century until in the 8th century and in 
other communities till the 18th century after that was still used only as liturgical 
language and continues to be teach in some universities together with Hebrew 
language and Arab language. Then in 1989 Bashar al-Assad has established an 
institute for reviving the Aramaic language and today this language as around 2000 
speakers in Syria. 

Author: ing. dpl. Bodin Florin Ciprian 


2 Cameron, Averil; Garnsey, Peter (1998). The Cambridge Ancient History. 13. p. 708. ISBN 9780521302005. 


Arameic Alphabet 








































































































ieitee es amale LP.A. Equivalent Letter 

Name ao oe (Phenom) Hebrew Phoenician Arabic 
Aleph Ww 2 ?/; /a:/, /e:/ N oo 
Bet = | b/, /B/ 2 7 = 
Gamel \ A /g/, /y/ 5 L 
Dalet 1 2 d/, /d/ T cy +3 
Hé op o| f/ -) Ww 0 
Wav ra Q w/: /o:/, /u:/ i 4 4 
Zain \ q z/ T = . 
Hét ss on H/ /y/ n B ae 
Tet AG A cons. emphatic /t*/ 0 ® p> 
Yod ) aS y/; /uc/, /e:/, /j/ : Shed US 
Kaf “~ q k/, /x/ 7) W SJ 
Lamad A A 1/ "7 QQ J 
Mem yo) | m/ nyn AAA a 
Nun ~~ \ n/ [3 “N O 
Semkat ree) r.-) s/ O R a 
Ain XN SA ¢/ /s/ v © & & 
Pe A 3 p/, /o/ 1) 9 Py 4 
Sadhé ie ’ emphatic /s‘/(tz) yxX Y U4 Ya 
Qof 2D a. q‘/ 7 6 3 
R&S 1 4 r/ 7 R . 
Sin wy, x = /f/ (sh) vy W Be 
Taw on IN t/, /0/ Nn + cape 











Aramaic Vowels 


The language learning exercises have words written in Aramaic alphabet, as well as in 
some European languages, having the pronunciation of letters with shorter sounds and longer 
sounds represented entire by inclined points placed around letters and named classic vowels, 
eastern-oriental or even by sounds represented by letters from European alphabets, how is the 
Greek alphabet, rotated around letters and named western-occidental vowels, both in the school 
book using the alphabet called Estrangela or Estrangelo. 


We use doted circles named consonant cluster of vocalization that hold place of Aramaic letters 
for placing a sound of pronunciation named vowel near or subjoined to the letter: 


























Table with classic or oriental vowels used in the manual's exercises. 
Vowel: ah ehe eh eeh oh ooh ih 
Symbol: : 
Up 
= = = — 7— Fricative sound —. 7% 
Pronunciation: a e e e U/O me Vt 
Dental sound 




































































Children that already have made the sounds named vowels at preparatory class already know the 
latinic vowels in our language that are: a, e, 1, 0, u, and y; and as how in some latinic languages 
have sounds more short and more long that changes the way how is pronounced letters also 
Aramaic language have variations of ,,e” that is more short and more long. 


This classic sounds are noted, as well, with bolder inclined points called oriental vowels or 
western and that children lean in this school book, from them the longer sounds are represented, 
in our alphabet, by a vowel that has a line above and then in right we have the representation of 
occidental vowels: 

o° F 


a 


F 


) 


O - placing on ,,wav” reads ,,o” instead of ,,u”. 


X 


U - placing on ,,wav’ reads ,,o” instead of ,,u”. 


| - placing on ,,yod” reads ,,yi’ instead of ,,y”. 


Note: The chapters named ,,LESSON” are hours for children that are 
exercising one letter and learn words that contain the letter. 


Arameic Consolants 


LESSON 1 (ied,as»). ALEPH (4\s7 } 


(Equivalent with « A ») 
1. Letter Aleph or ,a” derives from the reprezentation of a bow head and 
also means a lider and digit one: 


ALEPH in the proto-sianitic script (in Sinai); 


a 


ALEPH in phoenician-moabit script (in Canaan); 


w 


ALEPH in Arameic Estrangelo script; 


The teacher explains to children how to draw the letter for Lesson I 


Starting from right side top line, make a long sloping slope downward toward 
the rest of next quarter until the midle line. 

In the left side of the line make a short inclined cut (angled) downward to 
baseline inclined toward hower 5:30 until baseline. 

From the midle of top line make another short inclined cu (angled) to baseline 
toward hower 5:30 until the midle of the bottom quarter. 





Lesson 1: Writing the letter 


Teacher expains:‘”"me” = (ande) arc 
TMI jar’ dure’ ADI WW Ci 
Eénat amér aromayia? 


) Anae amér aromayia. 
Thou speak aramaic? 


| soeak aramaic. 


Obs. According to the vowel the letter can be read A or E. 


Eén do-met:qree shome:-cuon 6oa-rishiyt aim ALEPH ta-quomuon. 
If your name is called in beginning with ,,aleph” shall stand-up. 


Eenae Endreeuas! 


(Romanization in English: I'm Andrew!) 
Eenae Eshiyr! 


(Romanization in English: I'm Ashur!) 
RaW Mic 


Eenae Euoriy-eiel! 


—— in English: I'm nani 
Fénde Félyisveal 


(Romanization in English: ['m Elisabeth!) 


Adiabean form: 2 


Fi gl 
= 7 


Siriac 1: The letter form resembling eith the arab digit 2. 





2. Whatis this? | (Mandae hande ?) , Ae ee 


Note: The exercises have words written with classic oriental and occidental vowels or western in Estrangelo. 


LIL IL CA LILY 
eériae, earioe euroaae 


lion land, soil, earth 


Cs 


Ms, lard 
elidaie, elidaie 





ine, inn hand 

-°eemrae, °eemroe 
lamb 
WANS WIN 
eegaree, eegoroe 

ro NK ao roof 

AWW. - AL WC 

RX aL EX abn ” 


eetorugae, eetorugayoe 
orange (citric), 
orange (color) 





ecuol, my-ecuol:tae 

maa, ary’ eats, of-eating: food 

eédnae, eédnoe 
ear 








3. Underline the letter ,Aleph” in the aramaic words 


Note: The exercise have the words written with classic oriental vowels or eastern in Estrangelo. 


eévahuo'tae 


family 





® @ 
A. @ 


euvae 
father 


s 


ow 
eav'l 
my daddy 


eahtie 
brother 





eéhuo:hi 
his brother 


eemae 
mother 





rire 
enas 


human, guy 





eévahéi-no 
ourparenthood, 
our ancesters 


whos zk 
Tod 
=) [ tH 
YB 


rv simian 


euocam tae 


darkness 


LESSON 2  (tartein, si, 21K). BEIT ( quasi ) 
( Equivalent with « B ») 
1. Letter Bit or ,b” derives from the representation of one house: 


) 


Proto-Sianitic in Sinal: 


Phoenician-Moabit in Canaan: 


—) 


Aramaic script in Estrangela script; 


Starting with the middle line make a curved pant over the second quart until the 
middle of the first quart. 


In right side upper end of pant we draw make a small prolonging a little 


upwards bombed at end. 
In right side at the down end of the curved pant make another prolonging more 
long keeping the distance with the bottom line of a bending bombed at end. 


. "nee 
: a i 
: zi ‘ne 28 
: ae re i 
__ a ia 2 es -_ a ee ee oe oe 
ne be ee . = "Semen eee 


Lesson 2: Writting the Letter 












Obs. According to the consolation the letter can be read dentally ,,Bet” as ,,B” from ,,Boaz” 
or fricative ,,Vet” as ,,V” from ,,Venyiamin” (Romanizat:: Benjamin). 


Eén da-met-qree ba-rishiyt aim BEIT soame-cuon ta-quomuon. 
If your name is called in beginning with ,,veit” shall stand-up. 


| ? 
Eenae Veniamyin! 


(Romanization: I'm Veniamin!) 
| oe = 08 4 Ww 
Eenae Boaaz! 


(Romanization: I'm Boaz!) 
I slarxyia ac 
Eenae Veér-Tuolmeé!! 


(Romanization in English: I'm Bartolomy!) 


Adiabean form: wi 


1 1 








Syriac 2: Syriac form of the letter with sharpened endings. 


2. What ts this? 


Note: The exercise have the words written with classic oriental vowels and Estrangela or eastern in Estrangelo. 

, 9 4& \ a } , oe 4& \ o*, 
balbutusae, balbtusoe 
potato 





Ae 


batoe 


duck, coot 





(Mande hanae 7?) 


9 «€ 


mnan 
bumoe 
howlet 





baqee 
mosquito 





3. Underline letter ,Beit” in Aramaic words: 


beit 
house 


ae 


mxsa5 
veite: hi 
his house 





HIS HIS 
bérat, bér-tae 
daughter, girl 

maias 
burcoe 
knee 





Win is 
bér, voroe 
son, boy 


a 


mis 
bere: hi 
his son 





byisae, byisyin 
bad, wicked 


20 


LESSON 3 (tolatse YAH). GAMAL ( Nah ) 


( Equivalent with « G ») 


1. The letter Gamal or ,g” derives from representing a camel: 


| 


Proto-Sianitic in Sinal: 


“| 


Phoenician-Moabit in Canaan: 


NN 


Aramaic in Estrangelo script; 





Lesson 3: Writting the letter 


e Draw along oblige line that is ending under the bottom line. 
e Connect from the middle line from right toward the left side a prolonging and 


make from the mid-line a cut of ending. 





Obs. According to the consolation the letter can be read dentally as ,,G” or fricative as ,,J”’. 


21 


Eén do-met-qree ba-rishiyt aim g€malee shome:cuon to-quomuon. 
If your name is called in beginning with ,,Gamal” shall stand-up. 


Eénae Gévryie-iel! 
eae in English: ” Gabriel!) 


_— Jad! 


(Romanization in English: I'm Gad!) 


ee AC ENG <1 9 


Eénade Gémélyi-eiel! 


(Romanization: I'm Gamaliel!) 


Adiabean form: A 





Syriac 3 : Writting the syriac form of the letter. 


22 


2. Whatis this? (Mande handae 7?) CS ate ees 


UN 
gezoroe 


carrot 





semolee 
camel 





sysloe 
wheel 





23 


3. Underline letter ,Gamal’ in Aramaic words: 


MSN Me 


gabinee, gabiinde 
eyebrow 


TT a 





(part of fronthead) 

WAX AX 
gauae, gauoe 
stomach, inlying, gentile 
Z \/ 


FON 


geliaeiyt 
publicly, openly 













ROS 
gacuol tae 
skulleing 


Sh 





eritan 
pita, arab-pita 
 @®,:- 
@ 


gevrae 
man 





aK rtoin 


senabae, ganoboe 
— 





(profiteer) 
gelasae 
thief, robber 
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0 


LESSON 4 (edrabade, ADI). DALET (GAR) 


( Equivalent with « D ») 


1. The letter Dalét or ,,d’ derive from representing a fish: 


ft 


Proto-Sianitic in Sinal: 


a 


Phoenician-Moabit in Canaan: 


m 


Aramaic Estrangelo alphabet; 


Do a vertical optionally little inclined line from bottom right-side toward left-to- 
up toward the second and third quarter were ends in a connector point. 

In the right side part of the optionally inclined line make a small prolonging 
toward left thinned a little at end. (as a fish mouth) 

Draw a point in the left-side of letter over the second line keeping the 
distance under the head of the letter. (as a fish eye) 





Lesson 4: Writting the Letter 


r 
=~ 
os ms 

, = 
i * 
et > 
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Eén do-met-qree ba-rishiyt aim gs€malee shome:cuon to-quomuon. 
If your name is called in beginning with ,,Gamal” shall stand-up. 


Eenae Devyid! 


(Romanization: I'm David!) 
Eénde Dyinah! 


(Romanization: I'm Dina!) 


Eenae Danyielie!! 


(Romanization in English: I'm Daniel!) 


Adiabean form: = 


2232 


—— a 





Syriac 4: The form of the letter with elements on vertical. 
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2. What is this? 


(Mande hanae 7?) 
Minas. 
duhnoe 


COM 





mai 
dobhae, dobhoe 
altar 





Ti it 
resin dur iasi 
déboréa:1a:tae 
honey bee 





< 5 } i : i 
deibbui1ae 
house fly 





M51 53 
debae, daboe 
bear 





Mon Cows 
deevae, daeyboe 
wolf (beast) 
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3. Subliniati litera ,Dolet” in cuvintele arameice: 


ham iréa AN 
LOD | CRU 
dome, domuodtae aoe 
_ image (form), bicycle, bicycling 
imaging (forming) a4" 





om 
déhabae 
A897. 995 gold 
dohuq, dshaq 
repudiated 





dameiée 
tears 


AY . 
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Summary of Aramaic Vowels 


The Aramaic language alphabet has the east and west script for letters and for vowels. 


Summary table for vowels using clusters of vocalization for placing one vowel for a letter: 





















































Vowels — Zauaie — rhNA\ 
Vowel: ah ehe eh eeh oh ooh = ith 
Symbol: i : 
\ oe PL o . e 
Up 
| _ is _ — s;— fricative _ ye 
Pronuntion: a eC G eC ul / QO Pha 1] ; l 
Dental 
a V4 
Vowels — Zauaée — rh 
DV a = N 9 























a u yf e/é O 





Summary of Aramaic Consonants 


A summary table with classic and western script for alphabets letters with vocalization, fricative and 
dental variations, and phenom in phonetic international alphabet (IPA). 






















































































Name __ Classic Eastic Forms Phenom (IPA) 
oly w 2 Ww kG, 
dus o a a /b/, /v/ 

Jax XN 4 NUN 
Ni 1 2 oun /d/, /8/ 
aon) m7 or a /h/ 

aa Q Q Q /W/ 
ol \ q \ /Z/ 
ass w os 9 /t/ 
mb OU +. SY Ot 
Ws : r : /y/, /j/ 
AN “~ EN WA /k/, /x/ 
joa\ A A A /V/ 
man p 7 > jp /TV 
<— ~ \ a a 

dyAsaM © r..) ~ /S/ 
s we Ke ~ /S/ 
eo x) 3 Qa, a /p/, /f/ 
Wie = P e /s'/ (t2) 
AAo D c- D /Q/ 
> | 1 1 /t/ 

x 2 y, x . /J/ (sh) 
ax oN N mn OW /t/, /®/ 








The Aramaic Letters can be used to denote numbers: 















































letter | Numeric value letter Numeric value letter Numeric value 
YY | : 10 p [100 

= iZ xa (20 3 200 
“ i A 0 x 300 

| 4 x 40 on 400 

Mm Oo i) 50 ~ 500 

va) 6 ~ 60 a) 600 

\ i xs 70 

xs 8 2 8Q 

|e = i 
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About Fonts and Drawings 


Estrangelo Edessa, Version 5.00, © 2006 Microsoft Corporation, portions © 2000 Syriac 
Computing Institute. All Rights Reserved. http://www.microsoft.com/typography/fonts 
Estrangelo Edessa is a Unicode encoded OpenType font file supporting the Syriac script. 
The font contains TrueType character outlines and has been optimized for display on screen at 
small sizes, within software user interface elements such as button descriptions and dialog box 
text. The Syriac letter forms were designed by Paul Nelson and George Kiraz. Some symbols, 
including numerical symbols are based on the monospaced Courier type design. A redistributable 
version of this font is available from Beth Mardutho: 
The Syriac Institute — http://www.bethmardutho.org . 
License: You may use this font as permitted by the EULA for the product in which this 
font is included to display and print content. You may only (1) embed this font in content as 
permitted by the embedding restrictions included in this font; and (11) temporarily download this 
font to a printer or other output device to help print content. 


Phoenician-Moabite, (c) 1998/5759 by David Myriad Rosenbaum POB 21701 El Sobrante CA 
94820-1710 e-mail: davidmyriad@bigfoot.com 


Proto-Sinaitic was designed by Kyle Pope - Ancient Road Publications™ - 2001 


African, Software Friends, Inc. © 1993. Another friendly font from Allen R. Walden. 
UNPROTECTED. - Please distribute freely. 


Afrika Images G Sangoma, Made by Peter Slingsby, Sandvlei, South Africa. 


NonUnicode Syriac Fonts are NonUnicode encoded OpenType font files supporting the East 
Syriac script. 
http://dukhrana.com/fonts.php 


DSS (V1.1) (Dead Sea Scroll font) 


Estrangelo (V1.1) 
East Syriac Adiabene (V1.1) 
Levistam (V1.1) 


Fonturi Pictogramice (Pictogramic Fonts): 
e CavePaintingDingbats, Copyright © 1995 by Dixie's Delights. 


The images drawings and letter drawings used in this book are draws in Inkscape under Creative 
Commons Share-Alike License. InkScape is an open source drawing tool with capabilities 
similar to Illustrator, Freehand, and CorelDraw that uses the W3C standard scalable vector 
graphics format (SVG). Some supported SVG features include basic shapes, paths, text, 
markers, clones, alpha blending, transforms, gradients, and grouping. In addition, Inkscape 
supports Creative Commons meta-data, node-editing, layers, complex path operations, text-on- 
path, and SVG XML editing. It also imports several formats like EPS, Postscript, JPEG, PNG, 
BMP, and TIFF and exports PNG as well as multiple vector-based formats. 
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